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dealt with effectively; and in London Mr- Churchill
was busy co-ordinating the operations of the three
Services. But after an uncomfortable interval the
scare subsided. There was no attack; an armistice
was signed; and silence settled once again on the
quiet cemeteries at the Dardanelles.

Although there had been no explosion, this
imbroglio was followed by grave consequences in
domestic politics. The Tory elements of the Coali-
tion had been feeling unsettled for some time.
Preserved in 1918 and afterwards by their associa-
tion with Mr. Lloyd George, many Conservatives
were disconcerted by the unduly progressive policies
to which he had subsequently committed them in
Ireland and elsewhere. Besides, his personal as-
cendancy was wearing thin; and the silent masses
of the Tory rank and file were ripe for a reversion
to party independence. Mr, Bonar Law, who had
returned to politics, favoured a break-away; and
the prospects of a continued Coalition were obscure.
Its Liberal components, whose future as a personal
following of Mr. Lloyd George was problematic,
favoured a prolongation of the combine; and Mr.
Churchill advocated the formation of a National
Party. His view was shared by Lord Birkenhead;
aad the more intelligent of his Conservative col-
leagues were reluctant to desert Mr. Lloyd George.
This delicate posifion was not improved by the
Chanak crisis, which left a strong impression that
the country had been brought to the brink of war
on issues in which it was not conspicuously inter-
ested; So far as Mr. Churchill was concerned, the
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